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You have probably noticed the picture below on the cover of the handbook or in the front 
hallway of the school. The parts of this structure represent the high ideals and goals that 
we strive for everyday to help our students, staff, and community succeed.  
 
The words Community, 
Commitment, Growth, and  
Achievement are on the 
roof, the overarching part 
of the school, and are from 
the District Mission 
Statement.  
 
The actions listed on the 
beam below are from the 
District Belief Statements 
and support the Mission. 
 
The Palmer Pillars were 
developed by the staff and 
represent the ideals we are 
committed to in Palmer 
Public School. These Pillars hold up the Beliefs and the Mission: 

High Expectations - “We show respect by listening and waiting our turn to speak.” 
Welcoming Atmosphere - “We greet ALL visitors and introduce our self.” 

Caring Relationships - “We know ALL students and staff by name.” 
Everyone Is Committed - To all three of the above. 

  
The steps at the bottom are from the State Teaching Standards and are the foundation of 
successful classrooms. Continuing to focus on all of these things will help us raise 
expectations to achieve even more throughout the rest of the school year.     
  
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Bohlken 
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Upon receiving this newsletter we will be looking at wrapping up the first half of our school year. 

It hardly seems possible! This fall Nebraska weather was normal by being unpredictable. 

Therefore, please double check (or have your child double check) the night before or the morning 

of that your child has winter coat, hat and gloves. Along those same lines, please make sure if you 

get a new phone number or email address that you inform the office. Outside of ensuring that our 

staff are able to reach you to have open lines of communication, it will also be essential if we 

have to send out schedule changes due to weather. We will also inform families via news, our 

facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/tigernation68864/) and our twitter page 

(@palmertigers). If you don’t currently follow us on our social media platforms, I encourage you 

to do so as we share frequently need to know information, including our daily bulletin.  

December 2nd at 3:00 Old Fashioned Christmas will kick off on main street of Palmer. Our 

students will be busy supporting the community in numerous ways. If you can, come out and 

support the students as well as our awesome community! December 18th at 7:00 will be our K-12 

Christmas concert and December 21st will be the last day of quarter two concluding at 1:00 p.m. 

Enjoy your break with family and friends! We will see students back for second semester on 

January 3rd with a 10:00 start.  

Sincerely,  

Sherise Loeffelbein  

Pk-6 Principal Special  

Education Director  

Daycare Director  
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It became obvious during the 2017-18 school year that the biggest problem we had on the 
Secondary side of the building was that students were not turning assignments in on 
time.  Now for bigger schools, they would love to have that as their biggest problem.  So in 
the big grand scheme of things, Palmer Junior-Senior High School has it pretty good.  But 
the staff and administration felt that this problem needed to be fixed.  After extensive 
research we developed a program with help from East Butler, Fullerton and Heartland 
Lutheran High Schools.  The School Board agreed with our plan in June, and it was 
integrated into the Student Handbook. 
 
The plan is as follows: 
 

• If a student misses the due date on an assignment, the teacher enters into 
computer software the missed assignment.  One of the students parents 
and/or guardian is immediately sent a text and email stating that their child 
was late on an assignment. 

• The student will then pick whether they want to attend AA (Academic 
Assistance) after school or the next morning before school for 30 minutes 
to complete the assignment.  The student will only receive 50% of the 
assigned grade because of lateness, but that will be much better than 0% 
after 24 hours. 

• If the student doesn’t show up or is late for AA, the student will then have 
to attend AA for 2 out of the next 4 sessions. 

• If they still miss AA, then they are sent to the Principal’s Office for In-
School Suspension. 

 
Results, Average of Last 3 Weeks of 1st Quarter 
Down List - w/D’s and/or F’s 
2017-18  110 
2018-19   66 (-44 or 40%) 
Ineligible Students - w/2 F’s or 1 F w/same class 2 weeks in a row. 
2017-18   21 
2018-19   13 (-8 or 38%) 
 
We are very happy with the results so far and hope to see a decrease in the number of 
classes that students are struggling in going forward.  Happy Holidays to all in Tigerland!! 
Greg Morris, Secondary Principal 



Grandparent’s Day	
By Becky Meyer 

First Grade Teacher 
 

The Palmer Kindergarten and First Grade students recently welcomed over 
140 grandparents to school for an afternoon of entertainment and fun. The 

students performed songs for their grandparents as well as created a 
craft project, played Bingo, read books, and enjoyed refreshments.	

 



	

   5th Grade 
                      Brandon Rolf 
We are almost half way with another school year!  We have 
nineteen students in our classroom this year, eleven boys to 
eight girls. 
We’ve covered a lot of topics already and we still  have a lot 
more to cover. We have written both real and imaginative 
narratives. We will still try to get in expository text, 
biographies, and compare/contrast before the school year 
ends. 
We are zooming along in Math and Reading.  In reading we 
are really focusing on context clues and sensory details. 
We had the opportunity to attend the state fair and Merrick 
County Ag Day this year and we will go to the Stuhr Museum 
at the end of March. We will have a March Madness 
competition, field day, science fair, and of course state 
testing all still to come. 
Our biggest accomplishment is trying to get real world 
ready at a young age.  Taking pride in their work and trying 
their best at al l times.  Learning from our mistakes and 
treating others how we want to be treated is another l ife 
long goal we trying to master. 
It will  be fun to watch these youngsters continue to grow 
together into junior high, high school and beyond! 
	

	



	

 
K-6 Special Education  

 
 It’s hard to believe we are coming to the end of the Second Quarter 
already!  We have had a great start to the year with a lot of 
accomplishments being made.  The K-6 Special Education room was 
moved back across the hall at the beginning of the year.  This has 
provided our students with more learning space and fewer distractions 
during their learning time.  This has been a huge benefit for all.  They 
have truly made great growth in their learning.   

I also get the benefit of working with the Preschoolers at the Tiny 
Tigers Early Learning Center.  This has been a great addition as well.  It 
has been fun watching the learning in the preschool classrooms.  

 I look forward to seeing and celebrating all of the achievements 
that will be made throughout the remainder of the year. 
 
Melissa Kriz 
K-6 Special Education Teacher 
	



 
 

El Español… 
Spanish students recently learned about Día de los Muertos.  It is a holiday 
primarily celebrated in Latin America to remember people who have died.  It is a 
very important family holiday.  At Palmer, students completed a project called 
‘Famous Skeleton’ in which they put together a skeleton, then decorated it to 
represent a famous person.  They finished this activity by writing a short narration, 
in Spanish, to describe their skeleton.  Another group of students built an 
ofrenda.  Some added pictures of relatives who had died, a celebrity they wanted 
to remember, or a pet they had lost.  They colored holiday-themed pictures, 
created drawings inspired by José Guadalupe Posada, and made paper flowers or 
papel picado (cut paper, much like the paper snowflakes we make around the 
Christmas holiday). 

…y La Cultura 
Palmer has a new club:  Culture Club!  Madison Glause and Kristen Glause 
organized the first meeting in November, which attracted fifteen to twenty 
students.  The group discussed activities members would like to do this year, how 
they might raise funds, membership qualifications, and when they would like to 
meet.  Students at Palmer have always had an interest in a variety of cultures and 
now have a means to explore them. 
	



 

Christmas Raffle 

Elementary students can buy raffle 
tickets for two Movie/Snack baskets. 
Tickets are $.50 each.  

Students in grades 7-12 can purchase 
raffle tickets for one day off of school 
without homework.  
Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 

Teachers can purchase raffle tickets for 
7 free periods . Tickets are $1.00 each or 
an arm length for $10.00.  

This is a fundraiser in which we return 
all monies raised to the community. If 
you know of any families or individuals 
who need assistance, please contact 
Mrs. Gregoski, Adviser.  

Movie Basket 
Elementary Raffle Ticket  

$.50 each or 3 for $1.00  

One Day Off  
of School  

Grades 7-12 Raffle Ticket  
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00  

National Honor 
Society  

Christmas 
Raffle



 

Mrs. Green’s World	
 
Hello, Everyone. Hope everyone is having a Positive Year. That is the focus in Mrs. Green’s 
English classroom this year. I am extremely focused, as it is my sixth year in Palmer, to making 
my classroom experiences all about positivity.  
 
I could not be more grateful to be teaching a subject that I love, in a town and a school that I love 
even more. In English 8, we have just started The Hobbit.  The kids have done drawings and 
started getting caught up in Bilbo’s wild adventure. We are focusing on the horror and fantasy 
elements of the story.  
 
In English 10 we have just finished up Oedipus the King. If you have not read this play, ask a 
10th grader (or former 10th grader) about the happenings of this tragic hero. They are sure to 
have an opinion on it. As do the English 12 students  on The Kite Runner. We have had some 
world-class discussion spring up from these two stories. I love when my students can challenge 
ideas and problems from the books and plays that we are reading.  
 
Speech class is diving into their first written out speech. They all excelled at How-To Speeches, 
and are learning that Informative speeches can be a little more difficult. It is such a valuable life 
skill to be used in many jobs and situations in the future. I always love teaching kids these 
powerful communication skills. Some of the most important skills a person can learn in my 
opinion.  
 
Seventh grade reading is in full swing. Most of the students are on track for their 30 book goal for 
the year. We got a new curriculum that is allowing for more complex questions and new ways to 
practice diving into the text. Mrs. Gregoski and I are delving into this new curriculum and finding 
better ways for our kids to learn to understand all different types of texts.  
 
As for the kids, Kyler and Kynsley are excelling at school. They both love their teachers, music, 
PE and all the pride that comes with being a Palmer Tiger. They especially love the new move to 
Palmer. The time we get to spend together, instead of driving, has been wonderful for our family. 
Kyndrek is counting the days that he can go to Tiny Tigers and be “in school” like his brother and 
sister. He talks about it all the time.  
 
I have faith that the One-Act and Speech teams will continue to grow as programs and make the 
town proud. I look forward to a wonderful and positive rest of the year.  
 

Jaime Green  
8, 10, 12 English 
7 Reading  
Speech 
Drama 
 
	



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	



	



	



	


